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TOMMY AND MARIGAIL MATHIS

Renaissance Award for Business & Leadership

Ever been to the Shops at English Village in Florence? It’s a unique experience, with surprises in every
store. The atmosphere there is upbeat and upscale, and the shop keepers there have transformed what
could have been an ordinary strip shopping center into the Shoals area’s version of Rodeo Drive.

Near the center of it all are store owners Tommy and Marigail Mathis. Marigail oversees Marigail’s, a styl-
ish woman’s clothing store full of color, with the best window displays in north Alabama. Next door,
Artifacts features beautiful art in every style, and proprietor Tommy offers artistic advice and expertise,
along with a stunning selection of art from all around the world. Which, by the way, includes work he and
Marigail have created.

“When I'was in the fourth grade, I was a swimmer, but I developed allergies and they eventually forced me
to stop,” said Marigail. “To give me something new to do, my grandmother introduced me to a sewing
machine, so at 8 or 9 years old I discovered the beauty of fabric” The fact that her father was in the tex-
tile industry made it easy to study color and texture, and Marigail was fascinated by fabric design. Although
she originally wanted to be a journalist, she ended up studying textiles.

Tommy, on the other hand, was the oldest of three boys, and while his brothers got sports equipment as
gifts, Tommy preferred paint by number, Etch-A-Sketches, and paints. He began his serious artistic work
with pen and ink, but over time developed the bright signature acrylic and oil style he is best known for
now. Two businesses ago—he owned an upscale men’s clothing store called “Albert’s Haberdashery” and
a landscaping business before becoming a professional artist and art gallery owner—he picked up a paint
brush, started painting, and he hasn't stopped.
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Tommy and Marigail met on Halloween of 1981, were engaged
the following Valentine’s Day, and married on May Day. At
the time, Marigail was a textile and fashion designer, respon-
sible for the design direction of her family’s manufacturing
business, and creating a woman’s fashion line that she sold to
600 boutiques nationwide. “While I was doing all of that, I
began to see the potential for having my own retail stores,” she
said, and as textile design and manufacturing began moving
offshore, she phased out of the design world and into retail.

“I love selling,” she said, “but mostly what I love is merchan-
dising and display. Southern women respond to color, so I try
to make sure there’s always a pop of color in the store, and I
love to work on whimsical and beautiful displays and great
windows. My slogan has always been ‘This Is Going To Be
Fun! and it has been!”

Tommy loves offering our region the opportunity to enjoy and
own works of art from artists around the world. “Marigail and
I love to travel, and when we travel we're always looking for
artists whose work we think would fit our market. Many of the
artists we represent have become our friends, and we love the
discovery of new beautiful things we can bring back to the
Shoals” It’s not often that galleries are owned by producing
artists, and most galleries are content with what the artists give
them. Artifacts, instead, practices “editing,” where Tommy
picks what he wants to take into the gallery and offer to the
public. It’s a concept that works, especially here in northern
Alabama.

As business leaders, the Mathis’s have helped set a standard
for English Village. “Because of our makeup and because of
our home ownership, we've been able to draw an amazing
crowd,” said Marigail, “and the Marriott Hotel has helped
because that’s an upscale audience who wants to shop while
they’re on vacation or traveling”

Last year was challenging for the Mathis’s, because Marigail
battled challenging health issues. Both Tommy and Marigail
kept their positive and upbeat attitudes, and, according to
Marigail, “it actually makes life sweeter. We remind each other
to enjoy today, and do something wonderful each and every
day, because we can’t do anything about the days that have
passed, and we're not guaranteed any days beyond this one.
It’s the best day of our lives, today—even in challenging times”

And how would they like to be remembered a hundred years
from now? Marigail wants to be remembered as a mentor. “I'd
like to have someone say ‘she helped my great-grandmother
get started,” she says. And Tommy? “I'd like to be remembered
as the man who lived more than 160 years,” he laughs. [
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We Love
Food

We love to make good things,
cater beautiful parties and events,
and even teach you how to prepare food
through our cooking classes.

We love food...and we think

you'll love our food, too!

FINE WINES, GOURMET FOODS & CATERING = LLC

Ask about our spring cooking classes!




